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U2_utL 1948 J 
aniiaaitee of “coup a'état" ie iin Zwei Leumi. 
Effective strength of 1.Z.L. in Jerusalem is 


Ks") '89308/1260/31 | Bhought to be about 2,000, and it appears that 
"legal" Jewish authorities exercise very little 

TELEGRAM FROM control over them. It is sometimes said that the 
JERUSALEM (Acting authorities deliberately disown the dissidents 


No. 243 Consul General) publicly while uséng them to do any "dirty work", 
but it would be dangerous to believe this completely, 


Dated 9 Jul 48 as Jewish State may really be in a precarious 
Messi position. SZiamke The power of the dissidents is 
et 12 Jul 48 penetrating, and some “respectable” people are now 


coming into the open as supporters of the dissidents 
and they would no doubt became political figures in 
the event of a "coup d'état". 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/UTP 
PULITICAL DISTRIBUTIUN 


FROL: JukUSALi. TO PORsTGi OFFIC 


Acting British Consul-General. 
oa aide D. &.25.pem. July 9th, 1946, 
July 9th, 1948, R, 10.10.p.m. July 9th, 1946, 


Repeated to U.K,Delegation ilew York 
Cairo (for Sir Hugh Dow), 
Haifa, 
Washington, 
Beirut ) 
Damascus, ) 

Jedda, SAVING, 

) 


Annan, 
Bhi. Lie O. Cairo. 


SsCRET, 


Addressed _to Forei 
repeated to U.K.Delegation New York, Cairo (for Sir Hugh 
Haifa, Washington and Saving to Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Amman and British liiddle Kast Office Cairo, 







hiy telegram No. 242 (not sent to all recipients of this 
telegram). Sate TT 

Abduction and holding by I.Z.L. of 5 British subjects 
protected by the flags of the Truce Commission underlines the 
precariousness of the hold of "legal" Jewish authorities here, 
American Vice Consul told Sheringham this morning that he 
thought effective strength of I1.Z.L. in Jerusalem was probably 
about 2,000 and agreed that numbers of Haganah front line 
troops could not be much more. He also agreed that it was by 
no means impossible that I,Z.L. might attempt to obtain control 
of Jerusalem by a "coup d‘état" against the Jewish agency 
and Haganah —- an attempt which might well succeed, 


2, Neither the Jewish Agency nor Haganah seem prepared 
to use force to combat the dissidents (e.g. 1.2.1. and the 
Stern Group) here. It is frequently suggested that there is 
a deliberate policy of disowning dissidents publicly while 
using them to do any "dirty" work that has to be done, This 
motive has certainly played its part in the past, but 
explanation given by Jewish authorities that dissidents are 
very tard to deal with, and that a civil war cannot be 
allowed to start in a town which is liable to be beseiged 
at any time’and where every available soldier is needed, 

7 /certainly appears 


2 
¥ 


Jerusaler: tclegra. to roreign Ufficc 110,243, 
-2= 


certainly apocars reasonable in the present circumstances, 
nagansh is profoundly mistrustful of the dissidents and 
has tricd to remove them from all positions in the front 
line, because they cannot be trusted not to go off on 
private operati-ns witnout regard to general military 
plan (a failing which docs not seem to be limited to 
dissidents; Gershon Agronsky in a conversation with 
Sheringham has laia the blame for the failure to relieve 
the Uld U'ty through the Zion Gate on Palmnach units, who 
left the scene because their demand for support was not 
imaediately met). (mn the other hand a surprising nuxber 
of "respectable" persons are now coming into the open as 
supporters or the dissidents, Thess would doubtless 
become »clitical figures in the event of aay "coup d'état", 


3.  Uissidents also constitute the iiain danger to 
continuance of the cease fire or the dnilitarisation of 
Jerusalem, ncither of which is likely to be welcome to them, 
Indeed every observer staying at the King David Hotel not 
long ago found a neatly t.;ped notice in snglish pinned to 
his pillow, saying that I.Z.L. did not want the cease fire 
and that the observers haC better go hone, The problem is 
one whici: can only be tackled by the "Government of Israel" 
and its representatives in Jerusalem. I suggest that every 
possible opportunity be taken, in Jerusalem, iaifa, London 
and Lake Success to emphasise to Jewish representatives 
the dangers of the situation. 


Foreign Uffice please pass to United Kingdon 
Delegation .iew York, Washington and Haifa as ny telegrams 
51, 16 and 20 respectively. 


[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation .jew York and 
Washington and Saving to Haifa.] 
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Report: om vesels GB Jorg. Terusalir. sulrnc(fed 
€, a? Sharing ton S&S Sa Hog G Any 
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G3Xscni 


I visited Jewish Jerusalem on 
June 14/15 and July 2/3 and met a reasonably 
representative cross-section of all but the 
poorer classes ( who in the orthodox and 
oriental communities are numerous(,. 


26 The Jews of Jerusalem have had a 
hard time ; during the s¢ége food was scanty 
and dull (but probably sufficient --- people 
were certainly not starving) water was strictly 
rationed and was doled out to queues (and still 
is), cigarrettes were almost unobtainable, 

and the bombardment of the twwn made daily life 
difficult and dangerous. The cease-fire was 
unmistakably welcomed and the one question 
which everyone asked me on my second visit 

was whether it would continue ( my answer 

that I hoped so but did not know was recéived 
with polite incredulity ; it is firmly believed 
that the whole issue depends on HMG's advice 

to the Arab states). Nevertheless morale is 
high ; the inhabitants are proud of their 

stand which they compare with that of Londoners 
during the biitz. If neccessary they are 
prpared to continue the struggle and say, I 
think sincerely, that they will fight to the 
bitter end rather than surrender to the Arabs. 
I should say that the worale of the Haganah is 
about as high as that of any army could be. 

The first cocksure certainty has given way to 

a sober pride in the achievements of Jewish 
arms coupled with a measure of respect for 

the enemy. Until shortly before the cease-fire 
the Haganah was, I think, short of ammunition 
and heavy armament (which means in Jerusalem 
large matars) but this seems now to have been 
remedied, probably thanks to convoys which got 
through before UN control was established on 
the Tel Aviv road. I should say that the posit- 
ion of the Jews has improved morally and 
physically more than that of the Arabs during 
the cease-fire. The flight to Tel Aviv has 

been less serious than that to Bethlehem ami 
Jewish energy has done more than arab in the 
way of building fortifications behind the 
backgs of the observers. 


13, The Jews would probably still 


a ee 


welcome the esatblishment of an international 

regirie in Jerusalem but somewhat less enthus- 
iastically than at the beginning of the cease - 
fire. I suspect that a slight change of attit- 


‘jude has been inspired from Tel Aviv which is 


at present considering the status of derusalem 
Ilvis a vis the State of Israel. The pratical 
jand other disadvantages of the present position 
in which authority is shared between two 

bodies who have a iegal existance, the hunic- 
ipality and the Jewish Community Councii, and 








.jtwo which have not, the Military Commanders 


and the Emergency Committee, are becoming 
more manifest. The Israeli Government seems to 
have only two cousses open to it, to proclaim 
Jerusalem part of the Jewish state or to set 
up a military government by virtue of ans an 
occupation by the Israeli army. I gather tha 
the latter, which seems preferable from the 





point of view of international law, is the 
more favoured. It is quite clear that if 
the UN does not do something soon ( some 
Jews think that the best thing is for 
Sount Bernadotte to come here himself ) 
/ 
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the Israeli Government will have to act. 


he There is a very real and 
deep bitterness over the shelling of Yerus- 
alem, not against the Arabs but against Bri 
The shelling did surprisingly little damage 
to buildings but caused approximately 

2000 civilian casualties, of which 490 

were fatal and another 400 so serious as to 
result ultimately in death or se life-long 
incapacity. It is said that these casualtie 
are proportionately heavier than th°se causpd 

by the London blitz and I was bitterly told 

stories of whole families wiped out, of a 

shell hitting a queue of women waiting for 

water, and of the specially heavy shelling 

of the Street of the Prophets containing 

four hospitals under Red Cross protection 

and not on the front line. It is argued 

that all this was done by an army paid for p¥XREXZEI 
by Britain, commanded by British offieers, | 

firing British guns with British ammunition! 

(some of which is said to have been dated as xakexax 
late as April, 1948). It is frrmly believed} that 

had they wished to use it HMG had enough 

influence with King Abdullah to stop what 

is held to be intentional and indi serininat 

killing cf civilians. Outside religious | 

circles feeling about the shelling far | 

exceeds that about the destruction of | 

the Jewish Quarter of the Old City. The 

bitterest were those formerly best dispose 

to Britair , e.g. Dr. Oppenheimer who has 

delivered half the British babies born in 

in Jerusalem for many years, or Dr. Senaton, 

a non+Zionist who as a member of Ihud has 
consistently worked fow better Anzglo-Jevris} 

Arab relations and opposed the idea of a 

Jewish state. Dr. Senator told me alriost }; 

in despair that he thoucht that ¢hat | 
irreparable damage had been done to Angilo- ; 

Jewish relations and consequently to ashe 
possibility of a western orientation of the 
Jevrish state, . 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


| 
| 
De I do not take so pessimistic! 
a view as Dr. Senator who is no politician.} 
Mr. Ben Gurion has qui*e recently offered 
to forget the past in return for a change |! 
in our attitude to the Jewish state and | 
doubtless has good political reasons for doing so. 
fir, Agronsky atthe end of a Long discussion | 
in which he put the vevish point of view | 
with considerably more force than I have dane 
in the preceding paragraph We gave ime a ! | 
cuttirg of his leading article for isay 14th. 
reading out to me its end which weil expredses 
the almost wistful longing of some Jews 
to get on good terms with us azain : 
We shall cling to the 
shadow cast by ‘tngland's great men, | 
and leave it to memory to dim the | 
| | 
| 


pettiness of the littie men. We 
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were with Britain body and soul, in 
adversity and advance, when britain 
cor the civilised man's fight. We 
shall live in the hope that the good, 
the gracious and the just will triumph 
once more wherever Britons go or 
destiny takes britain. 


6. There is however one condition 

to the success of any efforts towards improving 
Anglo-Jewish relations, that we supply no 

more arms and ammunition to any Arab state 
until a Palestine settlement has been frkrmly 
achieved. A resumption of supplies wouid 
finally alienate those Jews who are well 
disposed towards us and greatly help the 
dissidents. It would also, it seems to me, 

de no good to the Arabs since the Jews wouid 
almost certainly win the ensuing armaments 

race with Russian and probably American help. 
The Arabs might be able to,lay Jewish Jerusalem 
in ruins at the cost of / Arab Yerusa.em 
too but they would neither get the Jews of 
Jerusalem to surrender nor be able to over- 
throw the Jewish state. We should still have 
sooner or later to tell the Arabs that they 
hadg post the war. 


7. The postition of the dissidents 

in Jerusalem is hard to ascertain but my 
feeling is that everyone is by now for or 
against them. The strenghbh of the IZL and the 
number of its supporters is probably greater 
in Jerusaiem than in Tel Aviv or Haifa. Here 
it is at the best only precariously subject 
to any authority other thanfitself and constit- 
utes the gravest danger on ‘the Jewish side 

to any rational arrangements for Jerusalem. 
The Jewish leaders will need all their skill 
and courage to extricate themseives from the 
dilemma into which their past ineptitmades 
have got them, whether to establish their own 
authority at the cost of reducing, possibly 
seriously, Jerusalem's ability to defend 
itself against further Arab attacks, or to 
sacrifice their authority and possibly their 
interaational position in the face of the 
almost overwhelming needs of defence. 

The Stern Gang is internally of 
less importance but it is even less under 
control than the IZL and is liable at any time 
to upset any arrangements by some act of folly. 

a 
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